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(Abstract)

God on Trial

Ho-Joon Ryou

This paper was originally presented as a public lecture for pastors on the
occasion of “Old Testament Conference on Wisdom Books,” held at Woori
Presbyterian Church, Bundang. The conference was designed to help busy
pastors broaden their perspective on the Wisdom Books in view of daily
struggle on the part of every believers' life of faith. Because the biblical
wisdom seeks to discern the right way, it also presents a lot of challenge to
every struggling christians who try to make a balance on their walking on the
right track. Among biblical wisdom books, the book of Job is always
demanding, not only because of it' s complexity of contents, but also it
presents a pressing hard question, “Why?”, so called theodicy.

The book of Job is composed of two different literary genre, narrative
section and poetic one. Between an opening narrative (chap. 1-2) and a
closing narrative (44:7-17) lies a long poetic section embedded. Background
of opening narrative section is heavenly realm while poetic section where the
figure of Job is lamenting for his bitterness describes the calamity of Job and
his disputation with his otherwise good friends. Although the destiny of Job is
revealed in opening narrative section(esp. Chap. 2), Job himself does not
know his own destiny in poetic section(Chap. 3). From this discrepancy
between Chap. 2 and Chap. 3, this paper takes off it’ s purpose. Job’ s
devotion is on stake because of all of sudden calamity. He is very bold to
charge God for his misfortunes. He tries to put God on trial. This paper in the
end shows that bitter argument with God is a long biblical tradition and
encourages believers to present their cases before God.
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